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Nasher Sculpture Center Announces 2021 Spring/Summer
Exhibition, Nasher Mixtape

Center-wide presentation of permanent collection in multiple micro-
exhibitions explores a compilation of themes; many new acquisitions on
view for first time

DALLAS, Texas (December 16, 2020)—The Nasher Sculpture Center announces
Nasher Mixtape, a series of exhibitions of the Nasher permanent collection installed
throughout the museum, on view February 6 through September 26, 2021. While
the Covid-19 pandemic has the Nasher Sculpture Center’s previously scheduled
exhibitions on pause, the museum welcomes the opportunity to focus renewed
attention on the permanent collection.

Rather than presenting variations on a single overarching theme, Nasher Mixtape
offers a compilation of “tracks,” micro-exhibitions focused on the Nasher’s
permanent collection. The show takes its title from a practice, born in the 1980s, of
selecting a sequence of songs from different sources and recording them on a
single audio cassette. Writer Nick Hornby compared making a mixtape to writing a
letter: “[There’s] a lot of erasing and rethinking and starting again.” A labor of love
and a versatile creative activity, the mixtape has survived into the digital era in many
different forms.

“It is always a pleasure to approach the collection anew throughout our normal
exhibition cycles, but the effort feels especially poignant this year,” says Director
Jeremy Strick. “During the pandemic, in our private lives and homes, we have all
had to look with greater focus upon the treasures in our midst—our families, objects,
and spaces. That same affectionate reassessment of our collection, the institution’s
creative foundation, felt right to do at this time, and we know that Nasher Mixtape
will provide an occasion for meaningful engagement with and contemplation of the
collection’s treasures, both in-person and online.”

Nasher Mixtape begins in the entrance bay with a grouping called “Into the Garden,”
which invites visitors into the Nasher’s sculpture garden with works inspired by
nature. “For Bill Jordan,” near the executive offices, honors a recent bequest from
curator and scholar William B. Jordan. Entering the Nasher’s main galleries, “The
Ends of Minimalism” examines the aims and legacy of Minimal art. The gallery
beyond features sculptures, works on paper, and video in several distinct
installations, including a recent gift from artist Melvin Edwards; art evoking the grace
and resilience of the human body under duress; and a consideration of the
Mediterranean as a force of inspiration. Downstairs, works from Raymond and
Patsy Nasher’s first two decades of collecting offer a network of unexpected
connections, and a group of posters by the Guerilla Girls address the persistent
imbalances of race and gender in the art world.

Alongside favorites from the collection—Joan Miré, David Smith, Martin Puryear,
and Nancy Grossman, among others—are a host of recent acquisitions as well as
historical works making their debut here: nearly one third of the works on view
inside the museum have never been shown at the Nasher, and others have not
been exhibited for many years. The newest additions to the collection—by the likes
of Judy Chicago, Melvin Edwards, Maren Hassinger, and Nicole Eisenman—take
important strides in the ongoing work of diversifying the collection through the
inclusion of more women and artists of color, as well as celebrating the endlessly
inventive approaches artists take to sculpture. And in keeping with the tradition of
presenting a mixtape of songs to a friend, Nasher Mixtape is dedicated to the ones
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we love—and to those we have lost during this unprecedented time, including the
Nasher’s own Barbara Cavitt and Donald Fowler.

As Nasher Curator Catherine Craft, who organized the exhibition, notes: “By the
time Nasher Mixtape concludes at summer’s end, we hope that it already seems like
a time capsule for a difficult period that has begun to recede. Until then, we share
with our visitors its moments of joy, respite, and reflection.”

For high resolution images, please follow this link.
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About the Nasher Sculpture Center:

Located in the heart of the Dallas Arts District, the Nasher Sculpture Center is home
to the Raymond and Patsy Nasher Collection, one of the finest collections of
modern and contemporary sculpture in the world, featuring more than 300
masterpieces by Calder, de Kooning, di Suvero, Giacometti, Gormley, Hepworth,
Kelly, Matisse, Mir6, Moore, Picasso, Rodin, Serra, and Shapiro, among others.
The Nasher Sculpture Center is open Tuesday through Sunday from 11 am to 5 pm,
and from 10 am to 5 pm on the first Saturday of each month. Admission is $10 for
adults, $7 for seniors, $5 for students, and free for children 12 and under and
members, and includes access to special exhibitions.

For more information, visit www.NasherSculptureCenter.org.
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